WHAT IS THE UMW GREEN ZONE
TRAINING?

The Green Zone 1s a program
instituted at UMW to support
military students on campus.

The goal 1s to educate faculty
and staff on the military
experience and challenges
students attending UMW face
when transitioning from military
service to college.
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Virginia’s Veteran Population

According to the National Center for Veterans
Analysis and Statistics (NCVAS), an online
database maintained by the Dept. of Veterans
Affairs, for the 2020 fiscal year, Virginia ranks
seventh in the nation when comparing states with
the highest veteran population with 707,668;
600,904 are male, and 106,764 are female.

Virginia ranks fourth in the nation behind Texas,
Florida, and California as having the highest
population of female veterans.

It isn’t just the veteran-it’s also the family! Family
members of veterans utilize the transfer benefits

from the Ch. 33 Post 9/11 G.I. Bill or use the Ch.
35 Dependents Education Assistance Program.
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Women Serving

Spanish American War- 1,500 +

WWI-10,000 +

WWII-400,000

Korean War- 120,000

Vietnam War-7,000

Persian Gulf War- 41,000

Operation Enduring Freedom/Operation Iraqi Freedom-280,000

National Center for Veterans Analysis and Statistics.
America’s Women Veterans: Military Service History and VA Benefits

Utilization Statistics
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Female Veterans at UMW

e Fall 0f 2022 - 303 Female e Fall 0f 2023 - 329 Female
Student Veterans Student Veterans
* Averaging 12.5 hours per * Averaging 12.5 hours per
semester semester
e 3.14 GPA e 311 GPA
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Women Serving — Challenges Faced

e  Current % of women veterans is 10% and increasing
« Rates of PTSD in women are keeping pace
* Military Sexual Trauma (MST) has an outsized effect.

‘When many women leave the service, they expect that being a woman in the civilian community
will be easier, but that 1sn’t always the case. They have to prove their abilities all over again, earn
their place at the table again. As veterans, they’re not afraid to prove themselves. They proved
themselves in boot camp. They proved themselves at tech training. They proved themselves every
time they arrived at a new duty station. They have plenty of practice proving themselves. They
can prove themselves one more time. The difference, this time, is that the individuals on the other
end are not prepared for them to do so.” Sarah Maples, “The Inconvenience of Being a Woman
Veteran,” The Atlantic Nov 2017.

e Civilian women: “why do you walk so...”
* VA available support for MST
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The Edith Nourse Roger STEM Scholarship

In August 2019, as a part of the Forever GI Bill, the VA has launched the Edith
Nourse Rogers STEM Scholarship program for students training in the high
demand STEM fields.

The Rogers STEM Scholarship will provide up to nine months of additional
Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits (to a maximum of $30,000) to qualifying Veterans
and Fry Scholars seeking an undergraduate STEM degree or who have earned
a STEM degree and are seeking a teaching certification.

Universi
Mary Wg;hjlrngton



The Edith Nourse Roger STEM Scholarship

Post-9/11 Gl Bill STEM students who have exhausted or
are about to exhaust their entitlement may be eligible
for nine months (up to $30,000) of additional benefits
through the Edith Nourse Rogers STEM Scholarship.

Who Should Apply?
Veterans or Fry Scholars* enrolled in a STEM degree
program who have completed at least 60 semester

credit hours (or 90 quarter credit hours).

WVeterans or Fry Scholars who have earned a STEM
degree who are now seeking a teaching certification.
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Military Status

Active Service Members (ASM)
Active Duty
Reserve Component

Veteran Status
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Educational Benefits

What does it pay?

Montgomery G.I. Bill

Post 9/11 G.I. Bill

Reserve G.I. Bill

Benefits for military spouses and dependents

State tuition assistance programs

Housing subsidies

Universi
Mary Wgéh{ngton



Who Are Our Student Veterans?
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Today’s Student Veterans

Most likely over the age of 25

Married
* 45% are married, 31% are single, 10% are divorced
* 46% have children

Pu{sulng an undergraduate degree that 1s different than their occupation in the
military

51% report having a VA disability rating
* 80% say their disability has caused them stress in school
* Most have a VA Disability Rating of 50% or higher
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Nontraditional College Students With Different
Challenges

Need to retool academic skills
Difficulty asking for help

Lack of trust for civilians

Missing camaraderie

Navigating university bureaucracy

Lack of patience with fellow student’s disruptive attitudes and general lack of

respect
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Mary Wg;hjlrngton

Ongoing medical challenges



Wellness and Disability Challenges

* Physical and mental disabilities that make learning challenging

* Loss of identity and sense of purpose after leaving military or returning from
deployment

* Physical and psychological limitations may negatively impact academic
performance

* Doctor’s appointments that may create scheduling difficulties

Source: Virginia Department of Veteran Services
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Social Challenges

* Educational institution staff may not recognize the value of military-learned skills,
experience and culture, leaving veterans feeling dismissed and under valued

* Veterans and military students may isolate themselves from perceived younger
more immature classmates leading to isolation

« Difficulty adjusting to a less structured environment

* May have family obligations limiting their ability to connect with others on campus
* May have significant family challenges, divorce, separations, etc.

* Disabled veterans may feel ostracized by student peers

Source: Virginia Department of Veteran Services
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Mayo Clinic PTSD Defined
FIGHTING
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https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/post-traumatic-stress-disorder/symptoms-causes/syc-20355967

How can we help student veterans?

SERVING THOSE WHO

SERVED US
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ENGAGING STUDENT VETERANS:
DON’T BE INTIMIDATED

What not to say:

What to say:

What branch of service?
How long were you in the military?
What was your job/specialty?

How many deployments?
*  When, where, how long?

How has your experience at UMW been?
Could you be called back to active duty?

Can you still be deployed?

Did you ever kill anyone?

Do you have PTSD ?

How come you “only” did one tour/didn’t

go fight?

It’s a good thing you didn’t have to see any
combat (said to a female veteran who saw

combat)

Do not engage in political/religious

ideology discussions.
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What Is The Veteran Resource Center?

The UMW Veterans Resource
Center (VRC) 1s located 1n the
Cedric Rucker University
Center, Rm 114A. Thisi1s a
space for Veteran and military-
connected students to gather
informally, study, or socialize.
There 1s a microwave,
refrigerator, coffee maker, and
workspace.
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RESOURCES

UMW Talley Center for Counseling Services
(540) 654-1053

UMW Office of Disability Resources
(540) 654-1266
odr@umw.edu

UMW Veteran & Military Resources
students.umw.edu/veterans/

UMW Veterans Resource Center
(540) 654-5995

Association of Student Veterans at UMW
umwyvets.umwsites.net

Suicide Hotline
(800) 273-8255

McGuire VA Medical Center
(804) 675-5000

Richmond Vet Center
(804) 353-8958
(877) 927-8387

Veterans of Foreign War (VFW)
(540) 373-3110

Give An Hour
http://www.giveanhour.org/

Red White and Blue
http://teamrwb.org/
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UMW Priority Registration, Enrollment and
Benefits

UMW has policies and procedures that can assist qualifying students
with:

« Tuition relief, refunds, and reinstatements

* Military In-State Tuition and Academic Advising

* Awarding Credit for Military Education

* Priority Course Registration

For additional information, please get in touch with Patricia Sarkuti
at psarkuti@umw.edu or 540-654-2140 or Ryan Hastings at

rhasting@umw.edu or 540-654-5853.



UMW MILITARY STUDENT POLICIES

- Awarding Credit for Military Education

- Military students admitted to a degree-seeking program may receive
credit towards their degree for completion of equivalent coursework and/or
educational experiences while serving in the armed forces.

- Priority Registration

- Military-affiliated students may register for classes before standard
advance course registration as set forth in the UMW academic calendar.

Universi
Mary Wg;hjlrngton



UMW Priority Registration

Priority registration will be granted during the first semester of enrollment
Student must self-identify to the Office of the Registrar

Veterans must provide a copy of DD 214, or a retired military identification card, or the
DM V-issued veteran card

Reservists and Active Duty members must present a copy of their current Military ID card

In order to ensure priority registration, students who are required to self-identify must do so
before the following dates:

o Fall — March 1
o Spring — October 1
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SECTION 702 —- VETERANS CHOICE ACT

Military In-State Tuition and Academic Advising
- UMW will charge covered individuals a rate of tuition not to exceed the in-state rate for tuition and fees:

A veteran using educational assistance under either Chapter 30 (Montgomery G.I. Bill® — Active Duty Program) or
Chapter 33 (Post-9/11 G.I. Bill), of Title 38, United States Code, who lives in the Commonwealth of Virginia while
attending a school located in the Commonwealth of Virginia (regardless of their formal state of residence).

Anyone using transferred Post-9/11 GI Bill® benefits who lives in the state where the IHL is located, and the
transferor is a member of the uniformed service serving on active duty.

A spouse or child using benefits under the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship (38 U.S.C. §
3311(b)(9) who lives in the Commonwealth of Virginia while attending a school located in the Commonwealth of
Virginia (regardless of their formal state of residence).

A spouse or child using benefits under Survivors’ and Dependents’ Education Assistance (Chapter 35) living in the
Commonwealth of Virginia while attending a school located in the Commonwealth of Virginia (regardless of their

formal state of residence).
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SECTION 702 —- VETERANS CHOICE ACT

. An individual using educational assistance under chapter 31, Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E) who lives in the
Commonwealth of Virginia while attending a school located in the Commonwealth of Virginia (regardless of their formal
state of residence) effective for courses, semesters, or terms beginning after March 1, 2019.

. Anyone described above remains continuously enrolled (other than during regularly scheduled breaks between courses,
semesters, or terms) at the same institution. Therefore, the described person must be enrolled in the institution and use
educational benefits under Chapters 30, 31, 33 or 35 of Title 38, United States Code

The Virginia State Approving Agency has approved this institution to offer GI Bill® educational benefits. GI Bill® is a registered
trademark of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). More information about education benefits offered by VA is available at
the official U.S. government website.

Non-resident students described above must contact the UMW Office of Admissions to confirm eligibility and to provide necessary
documentation for the 702 Choice Act Waiver.

In-State Tuition Rates Under the Veterans Choice Act
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https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/
https://www.va.gov/resources/in-state-tuition-rates-under-the-veterans-choice-act/

ENGAGING STUDENT VETERANS

When interacting with a
veteran, be patient and
supportive, but above all else

i SaLvim e

Just Listen!
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